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Introduction

Conduct problems (CP) are a set of externalizing behaviors that include rule

violation, aggression and property destruction.

» Characterized by impulsivity, hostility and callous-unemotional traits!
> Children with CP at-risk of negative developmental trajectories,
including persistent patterns of maladaptive lifestyles and high stress,
which may result in multiple problems in the transition to adulthood?
CP is associated with risky sexual behavior and has been specifically linked
with sexting, particularly among girls®.
> Necessary fo examine the association between CP and different forms of
sexting longitudinally, in order to help identify youth in need of targeted

interventions to prevent legally and harmful

Objective
> To m\/esngale whether the link between CP and sexting is influenced

by with

peers among boys & girls.

Methodology

Participants & Procedures

> N = 628; Mean age = 17.4 years old (SD = 0.98).

> Ongoing longitudinal study of boys (53.7%) and girls with and
without childhood conduct problems. Recruited from 155 schools

across four regions in Quebec, Canada between 2008 & 2010.

Affiliation with deviant peers with and

maintenance of CP*,
> Higher propensity for delinquent peer associations among youth with
G
> May have consequences for adolescent's social environment that help
explain the link between CP and sexting
Youth with CP are more likely to associate with older and more deviant
peers, who may engage in higher levels of sexting and sexual
activity (increase with age)®
Potential gender-specific function of sexting in youth with CP
> Girls with CP at higher risk for risky sexual behavior than boys®
> Link between engaging with deviant peers X vulnerability for sexual
harassment stronger among girls?
Deviant peer association has been shown to predict sexting in

normative samples.5®

However, effect of deviant peers on CP X sexting remains unclear

P
’

rate 84.4%

> Par

Measures

Early CP

Assessed at study inception.

« Achenbach System of Empirically Based Assessment (ASEBA).10
+ Parent-report Child Behavioral Checklist (CBCL).

« Teacher Report Form (TRF).

« Clinical cut-off (T > 70) were deemed to have CP.

- Assessed 6 years after study inception.
- Single item from the Teacher Ratings of Peers and Social Skills!
- Number of friends that behaved badly & did not follow rules.

+ Assessed 9 years after study inception.
+ Items adapted from the Sex and Tech survey '2 to assess four
behaviors:
« 1) Sending a sexually suggestive message
+ 2) Receiving a sexually suggestive message
+ 3) Had a sexually suggestive message that was originally
private forwarded to them.

Analysis
> Logistic regressions. Models stratified by sex.

» Predictors: CP, Peer & CP X Di

peer
» Outcomes: Sexting behaviors
» Covariates: age, household income, and parental education.

Results

‘Table : Logistic regression results for sexting predicted by CP & Peer Association
for girls (V= 291)

OR (95%] OR DS".

241 (1.25-3.58) 272" (1.56-4.75) zzz'(nssns)

Peer Association 112(0.84-149)  0.96(0.71-1.30) 095 (0.70-1.28)
Age 1617 (1.21-213)  1.58" (1.19:2.10)  1.16 (0.87-1.56)
Income 103(0.94-1.12)  1.06 (0.98-1.16)  1.04 (0.95-1.13)

0.98 (0.63-1.81)
1.00 (0.46-2.18)

Parental Education
CP x Peer Association

064 (0.36-1.14)
0.90 (0.49-1.68)

0.73 (0.44-1.31)
0.73 (0.40-1.34)

Table 2: Logistic regression results for sexting predicted by CP & Peer Association
for boys (N~ 337)

OR (95%] OR (95%) OR (95%}
cP

0.86 (0.53-1.39)
1.18 (0.95-1.46)
159" (1.25-2.03)
1.04 (0.96-1.12)
0.81 (0.48-1.36)
0.90 (0.59-1.36)

1.33(0.83-2.13)  1.05(0.63-1.77)
1.12(0.921.37)  1.00 (0.78-1.27)
1.24 (0.99-1.56)  1.15(0.90-1.46)
1.05 (0.98- 099 (0.91-1.07)
093(0.56-153)  1.65(0.94-2.92)
1.09 (0.72-1.63)  0.95(0.59-1.52)

Peer Association
Age
Income
Parental Education
CP x Peer Association

*p<.05.**p <.0L ***p < 00L

Limitations & Recommendations
« Limited generalizability due to over-selection of youth with CP.
- Limited information about context surrounding measured sexting
‘behaviors.
> Future research including contextual factors in sexting, including
elements of consent, may be helpful.
« Measure for delinquent peers consists of one teacher-reported item.
> Future research should consider implementing different measures
for delinquent peer association.
* Findings suggest the importance of focusing preventative and
girls with CP)

educational strategies to specific groups of individuals (i
based on their propensity to engage in sexting behaviors.
« Girls with CP may benefit from programs designed to prevent

and to foster the of healthy

These programs may focus on teaching.
> Interpersonal skills
> Emotional awareness
> Effective decision making
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