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ABSTRACT
Public disclosures of sexual abuse in sport all over the world have recently put
the existence and cover-up of violence against children in sport on the
international agenda. While research in the past three decades had repeatedly
demonstrated that interpersonal violence against children is a prevalent
problem in sport, only now structural action is being taken at different levels in
sport governing bodies, federations and clubs. This presentation will start with
an overview of common definitions and available research on interpersonal
violence against children in sport, highlighting the discrepancies,
methodological limitations and challenges. I will then share some ideas for
future research focusing on understudied types of interpersonal violence and
deficits in the current evidence-base. In the second part of the presentation, I
will present the European status quo on policy development and prevention of
(sexual) violence in sport. A holistic approach to fight interpersonal violence in
sport is needed, considering an assessment of the magnitude of the problem,
monitored and evaluated prevention initiatives, comprehensive legal, policy and
disciplinary frameworks, provision of services for those subjected to
interpersonal violence, and multi-level, multi-disciplinary and multi-actor
partnerships. After introducing some specific examples of policy frameworks
and prevention interventions in sport, I will discuss challenges and
recommendations for future improvements.
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