
Violence in romantic relationships
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Threatening behavior

had already been
insulted, talked to
in a mean tone or
had rumors about

them spread around.

6.3%38.7%
reported that they had been

touched sexually or forced to
have sexual relationships

when they refused.

5.6%
said that they had already
been hit or had their hair
pulled by their partner. 3.0%

*A significant difference is observed between boys and girls.

Amongst secondary 3 (9th grade) adolescents from the PRESAJ Study who
reported being or having been in a relationship during the last year (46%)

had already been
threatened of being
hit, of being hurt or
of having something

thrown at them.

9.4% 3.0%

3.9% 7.5%

The study on precursors of youth's sexual and
romantic relationships (PRESAJ) took place in 2018-

2020 and involved 2905 secondary 3 (9th grade)
adolescents. This study is directed by Sophie

Bergeron, Ph.D., Université de Montréal and Jacinthe
Dion, Ph.D., Université du Québec à Chicoutimi and is

funded by the Canadian Institutes of Health
Research (CIHR).
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